HISTORICAL FACTS OF THE 1980s

· 1979: Margaret Thatcher is elected as Prime Minister for the Conservative party; she will be the longest serving Prime Minister in 20th-century Great Britain, governing from 1979 till 1990. Thatcher was the daughter of a shopkeeper who owned two grocery shops and she grew up in a flat above. Her father had been active in local politics and involved as a preacher in the Methodist church (the evangelical branch of Anglicanism). She was raised in, and therefore promoted, a lower middle-class frame of mind (as a Conservative PM she will represent the interests of this strata of society, not of the working classes) whose values were honesty and hard work. Her speeches will somehow repeat her father's. [Traditional Class division in the UK: working classes (factory or manual workers); lower middle-class (small trade; free or salaried professions); upper middle-class (large-scale trade; legal or medical professions); upper class and aristocracy.]

· 1981: British Nationality Act, divided the CUKC (Citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies) into two categories: the British citizenship (CUKCs born or with a parent born in the UK and Islands) and British Overseas citizenship. It also modified the application of jus soli (the right to acquire citizenship in the territory of birth) for British nationality so that it was necessary for at least one parent of a UK-born child to be a British citizen or "settled" in the UK as a permanent resident (thus coming closer to jus sanguinis: citizenship depends on having one or both parents who are citizens of the state).
· 1982: Falkland Islands War, following the occupation of Argentina of this British dependency, the UK reacted with an assault that lasted 74 days and ended with the return of the island to British control. This was hailed as a comeback of British imperial power and boosted Thatcher's decreasing popularity in 1983 general election.
· 1988: Education Reform Act, introduced the national curriculum. 
a) education was centralized and conformed to one single standard; 
b) according to this standard the fundamental subjects were mathematics, English and history, which was 'rewritten' from a Conservative perspective (in order to contrast the post-colonial, anti-establishment bend in historiography); 
c) State funding was related to productivity: education was made corporate, utilitarian and functional; 
d) advantages were given to technical colleges and professional schools, since pragmatism was deemed more worthy and useful than intellectual speculation.
MARGARET THATCHER, THE 'IRON' LADY − "There is no such thing as society"
· W. Churchill's idea of community was based on concepts of mutual help and collective effort; E. Powell's was based on citizenship (i.e. right to vote on national soil) and fellowship (i.e. a sense of shared values and common tradition). 

· Thatcher's paradoxical statement introduces her strong idea of society based on individualism and on the freedom to act as one likes in the respect of others' liberties. One of her speech techniques is to reverse the usual meaning of words to create strong, paradoxical and often shocking concepts. In this particular instance "society" is intended as a synonym of Welfare State, which she identifies as an invention of the Labours: "society" in this sense does not exist, it is mere dependency and parasitical living off other fellow citizens' work (also see: "We are all unequal").  

· Thatcher's speech was aimed at attacking the Welfare State, introduced in 1948 by Labour Prime Minister C. Attlee on the wave of post-war solidarity, a system of Government grants for those unable to provide for themselves. Attlee's measure, together with the nationalisation of industries which could provide more job opportunities than private enterprise, was introduced for the benefit of the working-classes that lived in Scotland and in the peripheral regions and that also were Labour voters. 
· Labour idea of society was based on the principles of equality of opportunity, equitable distribution of wealth and public responsibility towards the destitute; English, middle-class voters, on the contrary, identified with the Conservative value of individual freedom and with the idea of society expressed by Thatcher.
· Thatcher's measures entailed the total or partial privatisation of British public services and industries that had once been nationalized: this meant a blow to the concept of a united British nation, since whereas State control stood for unity and centrality, retreat of the State meant fragmentation and competition. 

· The Welfare State was reduced (though the plan was to dismantle it). These measures made the Conservative party even more 'English', since Scotland and the rest of Great Britain had always identified with the ideology implied in State intervention > economic policy defines identity (British = State).
· Funding for culture was also cut down: Universities, the British and the Arts Council suffered from shortage of financial support; the same for the BBC that was seen as adverse, while the creation of private TV channels was promoted to contrast its primacy. 
· Whereas Thatcher and the mainstream Conservative party addressed the middle and upper classes and promoted an idea of the individual based on bourgeois values that could appeal to them (ambitious, competitive, self-interested, self-made), Powell and the far-right trend within the Conservative party took upon themselves the task to represent the dissatisfied lower-classes (traditionally the electoral constituency of the Labour party) insisting on anti-immigration claims and on symbols referring to the myth of the Nation, thus supplying a different (or even diametrically opposed) model of Englishness based on working-class values (ordinary, decent, respectable, self-satisfied).
ENGLISHNESS ACCORDING TO THATCHER

· The economic system and the ideology that came with it also reflected in the type of identity she promoted: the values of Englishness were linked to private enterprise, self-interest, personal wealth and the right to consume, individualism and competition.

· Her Methodist background (the evangelical, puritan branch of the Anglican Church) also valued personal success: free will in God's prevenient grace meant that anyone's course of life was the consequence of personal choice, so that poverty and destitution did not depend on social adverse conditions that prevented one's success but on ill will (if you are poor it's your fault, not society's).
· Methodist code of conduct also coincided with the Victorian values that were the cultural heritage of the English: honesty, hard work, simplicity, religious morality, charity (but only for the sick and the handicapped, who were unable to work) − her quotation of St Francis of Assisi on the day she entered 10, Downing Street were programmatic of this set of values. Also, tradition, continuity with the past, unchanging institutions and authority. 
· As a consequence of her Victorian education, the imagery that she clung to and promoted was that of Empire and of past imperial splendour.
SALMAN RUSHDIE

· Born in Bombay, India, in 1947, in a Cambridge-educated, Muslim family, he moved to Great Britain when he was 14 years old as a naturalized British citizen. He attended grammar school in Rugby and graduated in history at King's College, University of Cambridge.

· He became famous with his novel Midnight's Children (1981) on the independence of India from the British Empire, and The Satanic Verses (1988) which, among other things, deals with issues of identity both in terms of mimicry and in terms of cultural contamination. Because of some references to Islam and the Muslim prophet Muhammad in this novel, he was accused of blasphemy: Ayatollah Khomeini proclaimed a fatwa, a formal execution, which also led to a spread of violence against those associated with the book.
